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About This List. This list of 52
primer “service word” non-
nouns first appeared in Dr.
Edward Dolch's 1948 book,
Problems in Reading.

This list is useful for primer age
children and anyone learning
English as a second language
(ESL/EFL). There are other
Dolch lists for pre-primer, 1st,
2nd, and 3rd grades, as well as
a 95-word “Nouns” list.

Service words include
connecting words such as “a”,
“the”, and “and”, as well as
common adjectives, adverbs,
and so on.

Students should review the
Dolch words until they are able
to recognize them on sight.

According to Wikipedia, the
original Dolch lists are now out
of copyright.
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